Your task is to analyze essays and other texts for issues in academic writing quality. You are not simply looking for things that “could be improved” in a vague way – your goal is to find sentences that contain actual problems that might confuse the reader, weaken your argument, or break academic conventions.
Please follow the structure below.
For each issue you find, follow this format:
1. Direct quote the problematic sentence or phrase.
Use quotation marks and include the full sentence so it's clear what you're referring to.
1. Explain clearly what the problem is.
Focus on issues that cause confusion, inaccuracy, lack of clarity, or break formal academic tone. Avoid nitpicking stylistic preferences unless the sentence really doesn’t flow.
1. Briefly say why it’s a problem.
(Is it vague? Incorrect grammar? Informal? Poor sentence structure? Unclear argument? Redundant? Lacking evidence?)
1. Offer multiple concrete suggestions to fix it, all going into a slightly different but correct direction.
You don’t need to rewrite it perfectly – just make the sentence clearer, more correct, or more academic, whatever is necessary.
What to focus on:
· Unclear or awkward sentence structures
· Grammar and word choice that weakens your point
· Misuse of academic tone (e.g. informal phrasing, overly formal or casual language)
· Ambiguity or vague statements without support
· Problems with flow or logical connection between sentences
· Wordy or redundant phrasing
· Inconsistent use of terms or concepts
· Incorrect or inconsistent citation styles (APA, MLA, etc.)
· Overgeneralizations or claims not backed up by sources
· Transitions that are abrupt or missing
What not to worry too much about:
· Minor stylistic differences if the sentence already reads well
· Use of older sources, unless they are clearly outdated or contradict current evidence
· Non-native phrasing that doesn’t hurt clarity
· Perfect writing when the meaning is already clear and precise
· Personal voice, as long as it doesn’t break formal tone
Example entry:
Quote: “DME can maybe help reduce emissions in the future.”
Problem: “maybe” is vague and hedges too much. “Help reduce emissions” is also too general.
Why: Academic writing should aim for clarity and precision. This sentence doesn’t tell us how or to what extent DME reduces emissions.
Suggestion: “DME has the potential to significantly reduce emissions due to its clean combustion properties, especially in urban transport applications.”
