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Material & Methods
For a MSc course in Financial Accounting
Research, students receive two Active Learning
interventions on Multiple Choice Questions

● Intervention 1: Low- AL
Students are required to make preparatory Multiple
Choice questions in the LMS Canvas

● Intervention 2: High- AL
Students are required to make in-class live
Multiple Choice questions in student
response system Wooclap

Results
Active learnings affects scores on the MC 
questions

● Intervention
Students score higher if the same question is 
asked in the LMS than when it is asked live

● Motivation & Self Regulation
No effect of the Active Learning intervention on 
Motivation and Sef Regulation

Summary
Results show that Active Learnings can have 
positive learning outcomes on Multiple Choice 
questions. However, the implementation of Active 
Learning does not affect students’ Motivation or 
Self-Regulation

Introduction

Deslauriers et al. (2019) argue that, while active learning improves learning outcomes, it may also reduce student motivation, 
engagement, and ability to self-regulate. They suggest this negative effect of active learning can be alleviated if instructors adopt 
facilitation strategies. In this experiment, I employ Active Learning based on Socio-Cognitive Theory to test this conjecture.

Conclusion
Deslauriers et al. (2019) show that Active Learning improves learning outcomes in STEM studies, but also 
highlight potential negative effects of Active Learning on students’ motivation and self-regulation. In our setting in a 
social-study, (1) we also find positive effects of Active Learning on learning outcomes, but (2), do not find a 
negative effect on students’ Motivation and Self Regulation. Our results indicate that Active Learning can by 
beneficial in a social-study class, without negative side effects on Motivation and Self-Regulation.
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