Improving academic writing of AUC students by

optimizing instructional design
Dr. Joost Krijnen (Amsterdam University College)

X
]
%

Introduction

At Amsterdam University College (AUC), students majoring in diverse fields in the Sciences, Social
Sciences and Humanities all take the same two academic writing courses. While there are sound
philosophical and practical reasons for this approach, in practice problems do occur. Thus, “does one size
fit all” is the nagging question that prompted this project.

This project first set out to investigate how students from the three majors at AUC perform with regard to
various aspects of academic writing in the course Advanced Research Writing (RQ1). Specifically, it sought
to identify disciplinary differences in academic writing performance. Preliminary results suggested there are
few differences In academic writing performance between students of different majors, but also revealed
that many students regardless of their major struggled with four key aspects of academic writing: structure
and organization, argument and analysis, referencing, and conclusions. Consequently, small-scale teaching
Interventions In these four areas were developed and implemented Iin order to improve students’
performacri\ce In those areas (RQ2). The effects of these teaching Iinterventions are currently being
measured.
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(Preliminary) Conclusion

Contrary to expectations, there are few significant differences in academic writing performance between
students of different disciplinary orientations; there are numerous commonly shared writing challenges
though. Also, there is some evidence that teachers grade students with a similar disciplinary orientation as
their own more strictly than other students; this finding requires further investigation.

So far, the interventions have not had measurable effects. The interventions as such may have had
limitations; the methodology employed, moreover, also has limitations.
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