lI)Iarmen keek naar Z1jn
eeldscherm, met een blik van

Student Writing as Knotting povosiging

Jouw acties | geven weer

Jan ROCk wie jij bent als persoon, en de
Faculty of Humanities — Dutch Literature ot j
g€

dys aandacht aan de
die het dichtst bij jo

u staan.’
[txt A]

? Can teaching writing skills not just discipline students towards standardized academic literacy, but also
empower them to connect academic training with their diverse worlds (their loves and lives)?

= | designed an assignment in academic/creative writing that offers students the possibility 10 explore
textual literariness, in order to make them aware of the possibilities for such a combination.
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*» Writing In higher education is a co-creative Students construetobvious characters: a student,
activity between academic disciplinary standards a\ writer. The” characters are always seen by
and students’ diverse lives and backgrounds. gthers, which makes them experience stress and

reflect ony'their immense freedom of choice. Thus,
characters are given meaning from the outside,
rom their visible activity/passivity (doing = being).

*» The literariness of (even academic) writing offers
critical potential through differance (Derrida).

*» Textual differance can help to realize the

educational principle of emancipation
(Ranciere), but also reconnect knowing and
loving (Murdoch) and knotting together what got Students show an awareness of a voice of their
separated by  r/national epistemologies own. They hint at a responsibility that might come
(HaraWdEI'Y);d e?}twféia;!y. in Inationa"y Star;]dardiZDeCi r?n'd with it, but manifest it most often.as a preliminary
Suppose laentity-aetinin danguages sucn as vuicn In A .
e Nt erands 9 1any silence, or a starting-to-speak.
2. CQ||ecting Stories = Canecting with Loved Others
| tested the designed assignment in two bachelor’s Students write about postponing, caring for or
courses on academic or creative writing: restoring contact with ones they love, often
1. start of the course: Students write a letter about through technology. o S eeon S CEeaEi e ey o
what they learn to a person they love (like their rounds, experiences stress, sees a conflict
mother). w stratogies, instructed 1o her by the racing team. In
the end she is aware that ‘the media’ judge her
2. end of the course: Students write a story about um mary iy 5 (i vl resuls e s hess @
themselves as a character writing that letter. These students appear to have textual elements
- : ready (beyond the instructions for the assignment)
3. therary AnaIySIS to iImagine stories that enable them to knot
&~ Do these stories offer textual (literary, together their training in writing and worlds they
narratological) components that can| be feel connected to. Though liminality is apparent in
%ndet_qgtood as thco-cor;s(tjruc;m’/?e of connective their writing (postponing speech, starting-to-speak,
[dentities among these students: reconnecting), they also hint at an awareness of

2 ling ot wat voOr O their own agency and even responsibility in writing.
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» adjustment: include more space for multilingualism, informal language,..\(and NA)  wssen sorry, zwijgen en viuchten geits s
dingen op papier die altijd gingen ‘over’

» discussion in the light of existing education research on writing in higher education  canooit in gosprek ‘mact. Als jot
. ¢ y . . . 1 ; | crug
> question: Is ‘love’ strong enough to do right to the diversity of backgrounds? . £ danmoetje gaan. Dat schreef zc

0ok, maar godzijdank was ze [er] gewend

Can it compete with the powerful requirements of academic writing and culture? aan dat haar woorden op papier veilig

waren. Dat ze [zich] aan de beloftes die ze
daar maakte niet hoefde te houden,

Te aChing & Zes Wc?ken later zou ze zichzelf toch
Leal‘nlng aan die papieren belofte houden en eens
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