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Fostering discussions 

1  Why use discussions as a format? 

2  What’s difficult about fostering powerful 
discussions? 

 



Benefits of discussions 
 

1. helps students explore a diversity of perspectives.  
2. increases students’ awareness of and tolerance for ambiguity or complexity.  
3. helps students recognize and investigate their assumptions.  
4. encourages attentive, respectful listening.  
5. develops new appreciation for continuing differences.  
6. increases intellectual agility.  
7. helps students become connected to a topic.  
8. shows respect for student voices and experiences 
9. helps students learn the processes and habits of democratic discourse.  
10. affirms students as co-creators of knowledge.  
11. develops the capacity for the clear communication of ideas and meaning.  
12. develops habits of collaborative learning.  
13. increases breadth and makes students more empathic.  
14. helps students develop skills of synthesis and integration.  
15. leads to transformation. 
 
Brookfield and Preskill (2014). In Svinicki, McKeachie (2014): McKeachie’s Teaching Tips.  
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Use your teaching behavior 

 
▫  Wheel or web? When? 

▫  Non-verbal behavior  

▫  Paraphrasing is key 

▫  Questions, questions, questions… 
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Use your educational design 

Learning activities are key 
 
e.g.: 
▫  Line 
▫  Fishbowl 
▫  Shoeshuffle 
▫  Debate 
▫  Roles 

 



Fostering discussions 

Let’s discuss: 
 
•  Discussions are not suitable for exact sciences 

•  Teaching ‘millenials’ is different than teaching previous 
generations 



Take home messages 

 
Choose your teaching behavior wisely (experiment!) 
 
Paraphrasing is your best tool 
 
Let the design do the work for you! 
 
 
 



Thank you! 
Questions / comments: 
 
M.Knol@hogeronderwijskunde.nl 
www.hogeronderwijskunde.nl 
Offline training & coaching for academic teachers 

 
Coming soon..: 
 
FacultyFruit.com  
Online learning platform for academic teachers 



Extra! 
 
An overview of questions on various levels on the 
next sheet… 
 
Source: unfortunately unknown 




